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Benjamin Black          March 2014 
THE BLACK-EYED BLONDE         Fiction 
A Philip Marlowe Novel         Editor: John Sterling 
 
"It was one of those summer Tuesday afternoons when you begin to wonder if the earth has stopped revolving. The telephone on my 
desk had the look of something that knows it's being watched. Traffic trickled by in the street below, and there were a few pedestrians, 
too, men in hats going nowhere." 
 
So begins a new novel featuring Philip Marlowe—yes, that Philip Marlowe. Channeling Raymond Chandler, Benjamin Black has 
brought Marlowe back to life for a new adventure on the mean streets of Bay City, California. It is 1942, war is raging in Europe, and 
Marlowe is feeling uneasy about working at his desk instead of fighting the Nazis on a far-off battlefield. Then a new client is shown in: 
young, beautiful, and expensively dressed, she wants Marlowe to find her former lover, a man named Joe Bloggs. But when Marlowe 
reports back that Bloggs died a few weeks ago, the woman claims that she saw him on the street the other day, alive as you or me. 
Marlowe digs deeper, and soon he is tangling with one of Bay City’s richest families and developing a singular appreciation for how far 
they will go to protect their new fortune. 
 
Only Benjamin Black, a modern master of the genre, could write a new Philip Marlowe novel that has all the panache and charm of 
the originals while delivering a story that is as sharp and fresh as today’s best crime fiction. 
 
Benjamin Black is the pen name of the Man Booker Prize-winning novelist John Banville. The author of the bestselling and critically 
acclaimed series of Quirke novels—including Christine Falls, Vengeance, and Holy Orders—he lives in Dublin. 
 
Rights:  First Serial, Second Serial, Audio, Book Club, Electronic, Reprint 
Agent:  Ed Victor @ Ed Victor Ltd., +44 207 3044100 
Territory:  USCP/OM 
 

* Macmillan to release simultaneous audio edition 
 
 
Dr. Martin Blaser          April 2014 
UNTITLED           Science 
            Editor: Gillian Blake 
 
Tracing one scientist’s journey toward understanding the crucial importance of the microbiome, this revolutionary book will take 
readers to the forefront of trail-blazing research while serving as a wake-up call to the damage that an overuse of antibiotics is doing 
to our health, contributing to the rise of obesity, asthma, diabetes, and certain forms of cancer. In UNTITLED, Dr. Blaser invites us 
into the wilds of the human microbiome where for hundreds of thousands of years bacterial and human cells have existed in a 
peaceful symbioses that is responsible for the health and equilibrium of our body. Now, this invisible Eden is being irrevocably 
damaged by some of our most revered medical advances—antibiotics—threatening the extinction of our irreplaceable microbes with 
terrible health consequences. Blaser not only provides cutting edge evidence for the adverse effects of antibiotics, he tells us what we 
can do to avoid even more catastrophic health problems in the future. 
 
Dr. Martin Blaser has studied the role of bacteria in human disease for over 30 years. He is the Frederick H. King Professor of 
Internal Medicine and Chair of the Department of Medicine at NYU and chairs the NIH Advisory Board for Clinical Research. He 
founded the Bellevue Literary Review in 2001, has been written about in The New Yorker, Nature, The New York Times, The 
Washington Post, The Wall Street Journal, The Los Angeles Times, USA Today, and the Boston Globe. His more than 100 media 
appearances include The Today Show, GMA, NPR, the BBC, The O’Reilly Factor, and CNN. 
 
Rights:  First Serial, Second Serial, Audio, Book Club, Electronic, Reprint 
Agent:  Dorian Karchmar @ WME, 212 586 5100 
Territory:  USP/OM (NCR) 
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Arlo Crawford           April 2014 
A FARM DIES ONCE A YEAR         Memoir 
A Memoir           Editor: Sarah Bowlin 
 
The summer he was 31, Arlo Crawford returned home for the summer harvest at his family's farm—seventy-five acres tucked into a 
hollow in south-central Pennsylvania where his parents had been growing organic vegetables for almost forty years.  
 
Like many summers before, Arlo returned to New Morning Farm's familiar rhythms—rise, eat, bend, pick, sort, sweat, sleep. But this 
time he was also there to change his direction, like his father years ago. In the 1970s, well before the explosion of the farm-to table 
and slow food movement, Arlo's father Jim left behind lawyering and Vietnam, and decided to give farming a try. As the first 
vegetables come in that summer, there is rumor of a tomato blight—a potential catastrophe for a key crop—and Arlo's return stirs up 
memories of the murder of a neighboring farmer twenty years before. A FARM DIES ONCE A YEAR is at once a meditation on 
work—the true nature of it, and on taking pride in it—a son's reckoning with a father's legacy, and a chronicle of one full season on a 
farm. Above all, it is a striking portrait of how one man builds, sows, and harvests his way into a new understanding of the risks 
necessary to a life well-lived. 
 
Arlo Crawford grew up on New Morning Farm, his family's farm in rural Pennsylvania. He has written for The New York Times 
Magazine and Gastronomica and has worked as a paralegal, an assistant in book publishing, at an art museum, and as a vegetable 
seller. He lives in San Francisco. 
 
Rights:  First Serial, Second Serial, Audio, Book Club, Electronic, Reprint, British, Translation 
Agent:  Chris Parris-Lamb @ The Gernert Co., 212 838 7777 
Territory:  World 
 
 
Joshua Max Feldman          January 2014 
THE BOOK OF JONAH          Fiction 
A Novel           Editor: Gillian Blake 
 
The modern day Jonah at the center of Joshua Max Feldman’s brilliantly conceived retelling of The Book of Jonah is a young 
Manhattan lawyer named Jonah Jacobstein. He’s a lucky man: healthy and handsome, he has two beautiful women ready to spend 
the rest of their lives with him, and an enormously successful career that gets more promising by the minute. He’s celebrating a deal 
that will surely make him partner when a bizarre, unexpected Biblical vision at a party changes everything. Hard as he tries to forget 
what he saw, this disturbing sign is only the first of many Jonah will witness, and before long his life is unrecognizable. Though this 
perhaps divine intervention will be responsible for more than one irreversible loss in Jonah’s life, it will also cross his path with that of 
Judith Bulbrook, an intense, breathtakingly intelligent woman who’s no stranger to loss herself. As this funny and bold novel moves to 
Amsterdam and then Las Vegas, Feldman examines the way we live now while asking an age-old question: how do you know if 
you’re chosen?  
 
Joshua Max Feldman is a writer of fiction and plays. Born and raised in Amherst, Massachusetts, he graduated from Columbia 
University and currently lives in South Florida.  
 
Rights:  Second Serial, Audio, Book Club, Electronic, Reprint 
Agent:  Susan Golomb @ The Susan Golomb Literary Agency, 212 239 9500 
Territory:  USP/OM (NCR) 
 

* Macmillan to release simultaneous audio edition 
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Bruce Grierson          March 2014 
WHAT MAKES OLGA RUN?         Health 
            Editor: Gillian Blake 
 
In WHAT MAKES OLGA RUN? Bruce Grierson explores what the wild success of a ninety-three year old track star can tell us about 
how our bodies and minds age. Olga Kotelko is not your average ninety-three year old. She not only looks and acts like a much 
younger woman, she holds over 23 world records in track and field, 17 in her current 90-95 category. Convinced that this remarkable 
woman could help unlock many of the mysteries of aging, Bruce Grierson set out to uncover what it is that’s driving Olga. He 
considers every piece of the puzzle, from her diet and sleep habits to how she scores on various personality traits, from what she 
does in her spare time to her family history. Olga participates in tests administered by some of the world’s leading scientists and offers 
her DNA to groundbreaking research trials. What emerges is not only a tremendously uplifting personal story, but a look at the extent 
to which our health and longevity are determined by the DNA we inherit at birth, and the extent to which we can shape that 
inheritance. It examines the sum of our genes, opportunities, and choices, and the factors that forge the course of any life, especially 
during our golden years.  
 
Bruce Grierson is the author of the books Culture Jam and U-Turn. He has been a freelance writer for twenty-five years. His work 
has appeared in the New York Times Magazine and Psychology Today, among other publications. He lives in North Vancouver, 
Canada.  
 
Rights:  First Serial, Second Serial, Audio, Book Club, Electronic, Reprint 
Agent:  Sam Stoloff @ Frances Goldin, 212 777 0047 
Territory:  USP/OM (NCR) 
 
 
Janice Hadlow           February 2014 
A ROYAL EXPERIMENT         History 
The Private Life of King George III        Editor: Barbara Jones 
 
A ROYAL EXPERIMENT will make royal buffs and students of history who think they know anything about King George III think 
again. His reign was longer than any of his predecessors and was marked by military conflicts, including British victories in the Seven 
Years' War and in wars against revolutionary and Napoleonic France; and in the U.S., he is known primarily as the king from whom 
Americans won their independence in the Revolutionary War and as the "mad" king (though he wasn’t mad but suffering from the 
illness porphyria). What has remained largely unknown, until this gripping and deeply researched biography by Janice Hadlow, is how, 
against a deliciously awful family background, he fervently, futilely pursued a radical domestic dream—a faithful marriage and loving, 
resilient children. The struggles of King George, his wife, Queen Charlotte, and their 15 children will resonate with royal watchers of 
today. 
 
Janice Hadlow has been the Controller of BBC Two since 2008. She was educated at comprehensive school in Swanley, in north 
Kent, and graduated with a BA in History from King's College London in 1978. This is her first book. She currently lives in Watlington, 
Oxfordshire. 
 
Rights:  First Serial, Second Serial, Audio, Book Club, Electronic, Reprint 
Agent:  Michael Carlisle @ Inkwell Management, 212 922 3502 
Territory:  USCP/OM  
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Elizabeth Kolbert          March 2014 
THE MASTADON’S MOLARS         Science 
An Unnatural History of Extinction        Editor: Gillian Blake 
 
Over the last half a billion years, there have been five mass extinctions, when the diversity of life on earth suddenly and dramatically 
contracted. Scientists around the world are currently monitoring the sixth extinction, predicted to be the most devastating extinction 
event since the asteroid impact that wiped out the dinosaurs. This time around, the cataclysm is us. In THE MASTODON’S MOLARS, 
two-time National Magazine award winner and New Yorker writer Elizabeth Kolbert draws on the work of scores of researchers in a 
half-dozen disciplines, accompanying many of them into the field: geologists who study deep ocean cores, botanists who follow the 
tree line as it climbs up the Andes, marine biologists who dive off the Great Barrier Reef. She introduces us to a dozen species, some 
already gone, others facing extinction, including the Panamian golden frog, staghorn coral, the Great Auk and the Sumatran rhino. 
Through these stories, Kolbert provides a moving account of the disappearances occurring all around us and traces the evolution of 
extinction as concept, from its first articulation by Georges Cuvier in Revolutionary Paris up through the present day. The sixth 
extinction is likely to be mankind's most lasting legacy; as Kolbert observes, it compels us to rethink the fundamental question of what 
it means to be human. 
 
Elizabeth Kolbert is a staff writer at The New Yorker. She is the author of Field Notes from a Catastrophe: Man, Nature, and Climate 
Change. She lives in Northampton, Massachusetts with her husband and children.  
 
Rights:  First Serial, Second Serial, Audio, Book Club, Electronic, Reprint 
Agent:  Kathy Robbins @ The Robbins Office, 212 223 0720 
Territory:  USCP/OM  

 
 

Ted Kosmatka           April 2014 
DIVINING LIGHT          Fiction 
A Novel           Editor: Aaron Schlechter 
 
In Ted Kosmatka’s wildly original and genre-busting DIVINING LIGHT, a ground-breaking new discovery changes the world forever. 
 
Out of a job and struggling with depression and alcohol abuse after a breakdown, brilliant quantum physicist, Eric Angus, is given a 
second chance after he’s hired on a probationary basis by an old friend who runs Hansen, the prestigious Boston-area research lab. 
Unable to find inspiration for a project, Eric stumbles upon old equipment used for Feynman’s Double-slit experiment and decides to 
recreate the test in order to see the results for himself. 
 
Eric probes deeper into Feynman’s observation theory, with the help of fellow scientists Satish and Mi Chang. After extensive tests on 
frogs, dogs, chimps, working their way up every phylum, class, and order in the animal kingdom, Eric and his team establish a link 
between conscious observation and an evolutionary trait that is distinctly human: the soul. Mass chaos ensues after they publish the 
results of their experiment and Eric is bombarded by reporters angling for exclusive interviews wanting to debate the varying 
implications. Questions arise when certain people appear to be “soulless” and after Satish mysteriously disappears, Eric risks 
everything to answer them.  
 
Ted Kosmatka is the author of Prophet of Bones and The Games. His short fiction has been nominated for both the Nebula Award 
and the Theodore Sturgeon Memorial Award, and appeared in numerous Year’s Best collections. He now works in the video game 
industry, where he’s a full-time writer at Valve, home of Half-Life, Portal, and Dota 2. 
 
Rights:  First Serial, Second Serial, Audio, Book Club, Electronic, British, Translation 
Agent:  Seth Fishman @ The Gernert Company, 212 838 7777 
Territory:  World 
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Nikki Moustaki          April 2014 
THE BIRD MARKET OF PARIS         Memoir 
A Memoir           Editor: Barbara Jones 
 
Nikki Moustaki, author of THE BIRD MARKET OF PARIS, grew up in 1980s Miami, the only child of parents who worked, played and 
traveled for luxury sport car dealerships. At home, her doting grandmother cooked for and fed her, but it was her grandfather—an 
evening gown designer, riveting storyteller and bird expert—who was her mentor and dearest companion.  
 
Like her grandfather, Nikki fell hard for birds. "Birds filled my childhood," she writes, "as blue filled the sky." Her grandfather showed 
her how to hypnotize chickens, how to sneak up on pigeons, how to handle baby birds. He gave her a white dove to release for luck 
on each birthday. And he urged her to, someday, visit the bird market of Paris. 
 
But by the time Nikki graduated from college and moved to New York City, she was succumbing to alcohol and increasingly unable to 
care for her flock. When her grandfather died, guilt ridden Nikki drank even more. In a last ditch effort to honor her grandfather, she 
flew to France hoping to visit the bird market of Paris to release a white dove. Instead, something astonishing happened there that 
saved Nikki’s life. 
 
Nikki Moustaki is the author of 25 books on exotic birds, a writer for Bird Talk and Birds USA, the host of the websites Nikki Knows 
Pets and The Pet Postcard Project (which raises money for animal shelters) and the author of the blogs Good Bird and Pepper: An 
American Dog in Paris. She has an MA in creative writing and an MFA in fiction from NYU as well as an MFA in creative writing from 
Indiana University. She received a National Endowment for the Arts poetry grant, three nominations for the Pushcart Prize and many 
national writing awards. She lives in New York City. 
 
Rights:  Second Serial, Audio, Book Club, Electronic, Reprint, British, Translation 
Agent:  Joy Tutela @ David Black Literary Agency, 718 852 5500 
Territory:  World 
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Karen Perry           February 2014 
THE INNOCENT SLEEP         Fiction 
A Novel           Editor: Aaron Schlechter 
 
Tangiers. Harry is preparing his wife’s birthday dinner while she is still at work and their son, Dillon, is upstairs asleep in bed. Harry 
suddenly remembers that he’s left Robin’s gift at the cafe in town. It’s only a 5 minute walk away and Dillon’s so tricky to put down for 
the night, so Harry decides to run out on his own and fetch the present.  
 
Disaster strikes. An earthquake hits, buildings crumble, people scream and run. Harry fights his way through the crowd to his house, 
only to find it razed to the ground. Dillon is presumed dead, though his body is never found.  
 
Five years on, Harry and Robin have settled into a new kind of life after relocating to their native Dublin. Their grief will always be with 
them, but lately it feels as if they’re ready for a new beginning. Harry’s career as an artist is taking off and Robin has just realized that 
she’s pregnant.  
 
But when Harry gets a glimpse of Dillon on the crowded streets of Dublin, the past comes rushing back at them both. Has Dillon been 
alive all these years? Or was what Harry saw just a figment of his guilt-ridden imagination? With razor-sharp writing, Karen Perry's 
THE INNOCENT SLEEP delivers a fast-paced, ingeniously-plotted thriller brimming with deception, doubt, and betrayal. 
 
Karen Perry is the pen name of Dublin-based authors Paul Perry and Karen Gillece. 
 
Paul Perry is the author of a number of critically acclaimed books including The Drowning of the Saints, Goldsmith’s Ghost, 108 
Moons, The Orchid Keeper, and most recently The Last Falcon and Small Ordinance. A winner of The Hennessy New Irish Writer of 
The Year Award, he is a Lecturer in Creative Writing for Kingston University, London, Writer Fellow for University College Dublin and 
Course Director in Poetry for the Faber Academy in Dublin. 
 
Karen Gillece is the author of four critically acclaimed novels. In 2009 she won the European Union Prize for Literature (Ireland). She 
lives in Dublin. 
 
Rights:  First Serial, Second Serial, Audio, Book Club, Electronic, Reprint 
Agent:  Kari Stuart @ ICM, 212 556 7929 
Territory:  USCP/OM 
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Philip Short           April 2014 
A TASTE FOR INTRIGUE         Biography  
The Multiple Lives of François Mitterrand       Editor: Jack Macrae 
 
In 1981, François Mitterrand became France’s first popularly elected socialist president. By the time he completed his mandate, he 
had led the country for 14 years, longer than any other French Head of State in modern times. Mitterrand mirrored France in all its 
imperfections and tragedies, its cowardice and glory, its weakness and its strength.  
 
In the wake of the Observatory affair (in which he orchestrated his own assassination attempt), his secretiveness and mistrust grew 
more pronounced, especially when details of a second family came to light; he was a mixture of "Machiavelli, Don Corleone, 
Casanova and the Little Prince," said his doctor.  
 
During the German occupation, Mitterrand hedged his bets by joining Petain’s Vichy government. Later in 1943, under the nom de 
guerre of Morland (and 30 other aliases), Mitterrand quit Vichy for the Resistance and a paramilitary organization.  
 
It was the ability to see two sides of every issue that prevented him from becoming sectarian and provided an ambiguous framework 
for co-existence, in the 1980s when the socialists lost their parliamentary majority.  
 
The author gives special attention to the wars in Algeria and Indochina and France’s role in the Moslem world. He changed the 
ground-rules of French social and political debate in ways more far-reaching and fundamental than any other modern leader before 
him, helping set the agenda for France and Europe for generations to come. 
 
Philip Short is the author of several books, among them the definitive biographies of Mao Zedong, Mao: A Life, and Pol Pot, Pol Pot: 
Anatomy of a Nightmare. He has been a foreign correspondent for The Times (London), The Economist, and the BBC in Uganda, 
Moscow, China, and Washington, D.C. 
 
Rights:  Second Serial, Book Club, Electronic, Reprint 
Agent:  Emma Sweeney @ Emma Sweeney Agency, 646 827 4381 
Territory:  USP/OM (NCR) 
 

 
Magdalena Zyzak          January 2014 
THE BALLAD OF BARNABAS PIERKIEL        Fiction 
A Novel           Editor: Sarah Bowlin 
 
Set in the quaint (though admittedly backward) fictional nation of Scalvusia in 1939, THE BALLAD OF BARNABAS PIERKIEL 
follows the exploits of a young swineherd with romantic delusions of grandeur. Desperate to attract the voluptuous Roosha, gypsy 
concubine of the local boot and shoe magnate, Barnabas and his short-legged steed Wilhelm get embroiled in a series of scandals 
and misadventures, as every attempt at wooing ends in catastrophe. After the mysterious death of an important figure in the 
community, a witch hunt ensues, and a stranger falls from the sky. Barnabas begins to see the terrible tide of history turning in his 
beloved hometown. The wonderfully eccentric supporting cast includes a priest driven mad by a fig tree, a gang of louts who taunt our 
reluctant hero at every turn, and a dim-witted vagabond with a goat for a wife. Even as her characters brush up against one of the 
darkest moments of the 20th century, Zyzak's humor and prose delight in the absurdities of the human animal. 
 
Magdalena Zyzak is a writer, producer and filmmaker. Born in 1983 in Poland, she studied film and English at University of Southern 
California and she holds a MFA in Creative Writing from Columbia. She is the co-writer and producer of the film Redland, an 
Independent Spirit Award Nominee, and is now producing her second feature film, Orion. She lives in Santa Monica, California. 
 
Rights:  Second Serial, Audio, Book Club, Electronic, Reprint, British, Translation  
Agent:  Leigh Feldman @ Writers House, 212 685 2400 
Territory:  World 
 

  



 

Götz Aly
WHY THE GERMANS? WHY THE JEWS?
Envy, Race Hatred, and the Prehistory of the Holocaust
 
Why the Germans? Why the Jews? Countless historians have grappled with this question, but few have come up with answers as 
original and insightful as those of maverick German hist
Nazis
part by material concerns, not racist ideology or religious animosity. As Germany made its way through the upheaval of 
Revolution, the difficulties of the lethargic, economically backward German majority stood in marked contrast to the social a
economic success of the agile Jewish minority. This success aroused envy and fear among the Gentile population, c
ground for murderous Nazi politics.
 
Surprisingly, and controversially, Aly shows that the roots of the Holocaust are deeply intertwined with German efforts to cr
greater social equality. Redistributing wealth from the well
at a time when many lived in poverty. But as the notion of material equality took over the public imagination, the skilled, w
Jewish population came to be seen as having more than
vantage point on the greatest crime in history, and is sure to prompt heated debate for years to come.
 
Götz Aly
Third Reich and the Holocaust, he has received the National Jewish Book Award, Germany
numerous other honors. He is currently teaching as the Sir Peter Ustinov 
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Orlando Figes           April 2014 
THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION, 1891–1991       History 
A History           Editor: Sara Bershtel 
 
In this concise history, Orlando Figes offers an original reading of the Russian Revolution not as a single cataclysmic event but as a 
hundred-year cycle marked by violence and terror in pursuit of utopian dreams. 
 
While other historians have focused their examinations on the years immediately before and after 1917, Figes shows how the 
revolution changed in form and character, yet retained the same idealistic goals from its origins in the famine crisis of 1891 until its 
end with the collapse of the Soviet regime in 1991. Figes traces three generational phases: Lenin and the Bolsheviks who set the 
pattern of destruction and renewal until their demise in the terror of the 1930s; the Stalinist generation, promoted from the lower 
classes to replace them, who created the lasting structures of the Soviet regime and consolidated its legitimacy through victory in war; 
and the generation of 1956, shaped, like Gorbachev, by the revelations about Stalin’s crimes and a commitment to “making the 
Revolution work” as a way to remedy economic decline and mass disaffection. Until the very end of the Soviet system in 1991, its 
leaders believed they were carrying out the revolution Lenin had begun.  
 
With the authority and distinctive style that have marked his magisterial histories, Figes delivers an accessible and paradigm-shifting 
reconsideration of one of the defining events of the twentieth century. 
 
Orlando Figes is the author of eight books on Russia that have been translated into 27 languages. They include The Whisperers, A 
People’s Tragedy, Natasha’s Dance, and Just Send Me Word. A Professor of History at Birkbeck, University of London and a frequent 
contributor to the New York Review of Books, Figes is the recipient of the Wolfon History Prize, the W.H. Smith Literary Award, the 
NCR Book prize and the Los Angeles Times Book Prize, among others. 
 
Rights:  Second Serial, Book Club, Electronic, Reprint 
Agent:  Melanie Jackson @ Melanie Jackson Literary Agency, 212 873 3373 
Territory:  USCP/OM 
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Greg Grandin            January 2014 
THE EMPIRE OF NECESSITY          History 
Slavery, Freedom, and Deception in the New World       Editor: Sara Bershtel 
 
One morning in 1805, off a remote island in the South Pacific, Captain Amasa Delano, a seal hunter, climbed aboard a distressed 
Spanish slave ship. He spent all day on the ship, distributing food and water, yet failed to see that the slaves, having seized 
control and slaughtered most of the crew, were no longer humble servants but in charge. When Delano finally realized the 
deception, he responded with explosive violence. 
 
Drawing on research on four continents, EMPIRE OF NECESSITY is the untold history of this extraordinary event and its bloody 
aftermath. With the same gripping storytelling praised in Fordlandia, historian Greg Grandin tracks the West African slaves 
through the horrors of the Middle Passage and their forced march from the Argentine pampas to the cold, high Andes, providing a 
new transnational history of slavery in the Americas. He also follows Delano, an idealistic, anti-slavery New Englander, as he kills 
the slaves and hunts seals to extinction—his slide from benevolence to barbarism an expression of the human exploitation and 
environmental destruction that marked the early years of American expansion. 
 
Amasa Delano’s blindness that day has already inspired one masterpiece—Herman Melville’s Benito Cereno. Now Grandin 
returns to the event to paint an indelible portrait of a new nation that believes itself to be a beacon of freedom, law, and reason but 
is driven instead by darker and more violent ambitions. 
 
Greg Grandin is the author of Fordlandia, a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize in History and the National Book Award, as well as 
Empire’s Workshop and the award-winning The Blood of Guatemala. A professor of history at New York University and a recipient 
of fellowships from both the Guggenheim foundation and the New York Public Library’s Cullman Center, Grandin has served on 
the United Nations Truth Commission investigating the Guatemalan Civil War and has written for the Los Angeles Times, The 
Nation, The New Statesman, and The New York Times. 
 
Rights: First Serial, Second Serial, Audio, Book Club, Electronic, Reprint, British, Translation 
Agent: Susan Rabiner @ Susan Rabiner Literary Agency, 914 714 5730 
Territory: World 
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Barbara Graziosi          March 2014 
THE GODS OF OLYMPUS         History 
A History           Editor: Grigory Tovbis 
 
The gods of Olympus are the most colorful characters of Greek civilization: even in antiquity, they were said to be cruel, oversexed, 
mad, or just plain silly. Yet for all their foibles and flaws, they proved to be tough survivors, far outlasting classical Greece itself. In 
Egypt, the Olympian gods claimed to have given birth to pharaohs; in Rome, they led respectable citizens into orgiastic rituals of drink 
and sex. Under Christianity and Islam they survived as demons, allegories, and planets; and in the Renaissance, they triumphantly 
emerged as ambassadors of a new, secular belief in humanity. Their geographic range, too, has been little short of astounding: in 
their exile, the gods of Olympus have traveled east to the walls of cave temples in China, and west to colonize the Americas. They 
snuck into Italian cathedrals, haunted Nietzsche, and visited Borges in his restless dreams.  
 
In a lively, original history, Barbara Graziosi offers the first account to trace the wanderings of these protean deities through the 
millennia. Drawing on a wide range of literary and archaeological sources, THE GODS OF OLYMPUS opens a new window on the 
ancient world and its lasting influence. 
 
Barbara Graziosi is the author of Inventing Homer and Homer in the Twentieth Century, among other works. In 2011, she provided 
the introduction and notes for a new translation of the Iliad for Oxford World’s Classics. A professor of classics at Durham University, 
Graziosi is also a contributor to The Times Higher Education Supplement, the London Review of Books, and BBC radio programs on 
the arts. The Gods of Olympus is her first trade book. She lives in the UK. 
 
Rights:  First Serial, Second Serial, Audio, Book Club, Electronic, Reprint 
Agent:  Zoë Pagnamenta @ The Zoë Pagnamenta Agency, 212 253 1074 
Territory:  USCP/OM 
 
 
 
Sarah Leonard and Bhaskar Sunkara         January 2014 
THE FUTURE WE WANT          Current Affairs 
Radical Ideas for the New Century         Editor: Riva Hocherman 
 
The Occupy movement gave us energy and language, but its critics were quick to ask “What are the ideas?” THE FUTURE WE 
WANT is the answer. In a sharp, rousing collective manifesto, nineteen cultural and political critics under 30 dismantle the usual 
liberal solutions to America's ills and propose something else.  
 
What would finance look like without Wall Street? Or the workplace with responsibility shared by all the workforce? From a campaign 
to limit work hours, to a program for full employment, to proposals for a new feminism, THE FUTURE WE WANT has the courage to 
think of alternatives that are both utopian and possible.  
 
Brilliantly clear and provocative, THE FUTURE WE WANT, edited by Jacobin magazine founder Bhaskar Sunkara and The New 
Inquiry’s Sarah Leonard, both in their early twenties, harnesses the energy and creativity of an angry generation and announces the 
arrival of a new political left that not only protests but plans.  
 
At 23, Sarah Leonard is the youngest editor to work at Dissent. She is also editor of the online journal The New Inquiry and of 
Occupy!: Scenes from Occupied America. Leonard, who lives in New York, has written for n+1, Bookforum, and Dissent. 
 
Bhaskar Sunkara, also 23, is a staff writer at In These Times and founder-editor of Jacobin, a political quarterly. Sunkara and 
Jacobin have been featured on MSNBC, in Rolling Stone, the Chronicle of Higher Education, and Slate. He lives in New York.  
 
Rights: Second Serial, Book Club, Electronic, Reprint 
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Ronit Matalon           March 2014 
THE SOUND OF OUR STEPS         Fiction 
A Novel           Editor: Riva Hocherman 
 
In the beginning there was Lucette, who rules the home, who is the home to her three children—Sammy, a gentle giant, almost blind, 
but a genius with locks; Corinne, a flighty beauty who cannot keep a job; and “the child,” an afterthought, who strives to make sense 
of her fractured Egyptian-Jewish immigrant family. They would like a kinder, warmer home, Lucette’s children, but what they have is a 
government-issued concrete box on the outskirts of Tel Aviv, out in the thorns and sand of an immigrant project, and their mother, 
hard-worn and hardscrabble, who cleans homes by night and makes school lunches by day. Lucette quarrels with everybody, speaks 
only Arabic and French, is scared only of snakes, and is as likely to lock her children out as to take in a stray dog. 
 
The child recounts her years in Lucette’s house, where Israel’s wars and rituals and state-building do not intrude and hold no interest. 
She puzzles at the mysteries of her home, why Maurice, her father, a bitter revolutionary, makes only rare appearances. And why her 
mother rebuffs the kind rabbi whose home she cleans in his desire to adopt her, which to the child is inexplicable. Always watching, 
the child comes to fill the holes in home with conjecture and story. 
 
In a masterful accumulation of short, dense scenes, by turns sensual, violent, and darkly humorous, THE SOUND OF OUR STEPS 
questions the virtue of a family bound only by necessity, and suggests that displacement may not lead to a better life, but perhaps to 
art. 
 
Ronit Matalon, the author of The One Facing Us and Bliss, among other books, is one of Israel’s foremost writers. Her work has 
been translated into six languages and honored with the prestigious Bernstein Award; the French publication of The Sound of Our 
Steps won the Prix Alberto-Benveniste for 2013. A journalist and critic, Matalon also teaches comparative literature and creative 
writing at Haifa University and at the Sam Spiegel Film School in Jerusalem. She lives in Tel Aviv. 
 
Rights:  First Serial, Second Serial, Audio, Book Club, Electronic, Reprint, British 
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Territory:  World English 
 
 

  



 16

Astra Taylor           January 2014 
THE PEOPLE’S PLATFORM         Social Science 
And Other Digital Delusions         Editor: Riva Hocherman 
 
The Internet has been hailed as an unprecedented democratizing force, a place where all can be heard and everyone can participate 
equally. But how true is this claim? In a seminal dismantling of techno-utopian visions, THE PEOPLE’S PLATFORM argues that for 
all that we “tweet” and “like” and “share,” the Internet in fact reflects and amplifies real-world inequities at least as much as it 
ameliorates them. Online, just as off-line, attention and influence largely accrue to those who already have plenty of both. 
 
What we have seen so far, Astra Taylor says, has been not a revolution but a rearrangement. Although Silicon Valley tycoons have 
eclipsed Hollywood moguls, a handful of giants like Amazon, Apple, Google, and Facebook remain the gatekeepers. And the worst 
habits of the old media model—the pressure to seek easy celebrity, to be quick and sensational above all—have proliferated online, 
where “aggregating” the work of others is the surest way to attract eyeballs and ad revenue. When culture is “free,” creative work has 
diminishing value and advertising fuels the system. The new order looks suspiciously like the old one.  
 
We can do better, Taylor insists. The online world does offer a unique opportunity, but a democratic culture that supports diverse 
voices and work of lasting value will not spring up from technology alone. If we want the Internet to truly be a people’s platform, 
we will have to make it so. 
 
Astra Taylor is a writer and documentary filmmaker. Her films include Zizek!, a feature documentary about the world’s most 
outrageous philosopher, which was broadcast on the Sundance Channel, and Examined Life, a series of excursions with 
contemporary thinkers. Her writing has appeared in The Nation, Salon, Monthly Review, The Baffler, and other publications. She lives 
in New York City. 
 
Rights:  First Serial, Second Serial, Audio, Book Club, Electronic, Reprint 
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Meline Toumani          February 2014 
THERE WAS AND THERE WAS NOT        Memoir 
            Editor: Riva Hocherman 
 
Meline Toumani, an ethnic Armenian, grew up in New Jersey surrounded by unabashed hatred for Turks and Turkey, fostered at 
Armenian school, church, and summer camp. As she came of age, she began to feel constricted by the dogma—at Armenian 
gatherings, the genocide of 1915 and Turkey’s denial of it was all anyone talked about. Driven by intense curiosity about this “other,” 
whose certainty of the past clashed so profoundly with her own, Toumani sets out to encounter the people she was raised to despise. 
 
Toumani’s journey takes her from one universe of obsession to another, to Turkey. Settling in Istanbul, she builds a complicated life of 
fraught friendships. In Turkish classes and homes, at the remains of Armenian villages, among dissidents, scholars, journalists, and 
bureaucrats, she attempts to connect, to talk and to listen, exploring how ethnic hatred can travel across time and space, growing 
stronger with each new generation.  
 
THERE WAS AND THERE WAS NOT—a phrase that throughout the Middle East signals the start of a fable—is a story about the 
conflicting narratives left to us by history. In a far-reaching quest, told with eloquence and power, Toumani probes questions that are 
at the heart of such conflicts the world over: how to acknowledge a tragedy without exploiting it, how to honor one’s past without being 
imprisoned by it, and most important, how to remember a genocide without perpetuating the hatred that gave rise to it in the first 
place. 
 
Meline Toumani has written extensively for the New York Times on Turkey and Armenia as well as on music, dance, and film. Her 
work has also appeared in n+1, The Nation, Salon, and the Boston Globe. A journalism fellow at the Institute for Human Sciences in 
Vienna, Austria, she was also coordinator of the Russian-American Journalism Institute in Rostov-on-Don, Russia. Born in Iran and 
ethnically Armenian, she grew up in New Jersey and California and now lives in Brooklyn, New York. 
 
Rights:  First Serial, Second Serial, Book Club, Electronic, Reprint 
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Seth Davis           January 2014 
WOODEN           Sports & Recreation 
A Coach’s Life of Teaching, Titles, and the Burdens of Success     Editor: Paul Golob 
 
No college basketball coach has ever dominated the sport like John Wooden. His UCLA teams reached unprecedented heights in the 
1960s and ’70s capped by a run of ten NCAA championships in twelve seasons and an eighty-eight-game winning streak, records 
that stand to this day. Wooden also became a renowned motivational speaker and writer, revered for his “Pyramid of Success.” 
 
Seth Davis of Sports Illustrated and CBS Sports has written the definitive biography of Wooden, an unflinching portrait that draws on 
archival research and more than two hundred interviews with players, opponents, coaches, and even Wooden himself. Davis shows 
how hard Wooden strove for success, from his All-American playing days at Purdue through his early years as a high school and 
college coach to the glory days at UCLA, only to discover that reaching the pinnacle brought new burdens and frustrations. Davis also 
reveals that despite his squeaky clean reputation, Wooden sometimes found himself on questionable ground with alumni, referees, 
assistants, and even some of his players. His was a life not only of lessons taught, but also of lessons learned. 
 
Woven into the story as well are the players who powered Wooden’s championship teams – Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, Bill Walton, Walt 
Hazzard, and others – many of whom speak frankly about their coach. The portrait that emerges from Davis’s remarkable biography is 
of a man in full, whose life story still resonates today. 
 
Seth Davis is the author of the New York Times bestseller When March Went Mad: The Game That Transformed Basketball and the 
memoir Equinunk, Tell Your Story: My Return to Summer Camp. In 1995, he joined the staff of Sports Illustrated, where he is currently 
a senior writer. He is also an on-air studio analyst for CBS Sports and CBS Sports Network during coverage of college basketball and 
the NCAA tournament. A graduate of Duke University, he lives with his family in Los Angeles. 
 
Rights:  First Serial, Second Serial, Audio, Book Club, Electronic, Reprint, British, Translation 
Agent:  David Black @ David Black Literary Agency, 718 852 5500 
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Chen Guangcheng         March 2014 
UNTITLED CHEN GUANGCHENG MEMOIR      Biography & Autobiography 
           Editor: John Sterling 
 
It was like a scene out of a thriller: One night in April 2012, China’s most famous political activist—a blind, self-taught lawyer—climbed 
over the wall of his heavily guarded home and escaped. For days, his whereabouts remained unknown; after he turned up at the 
American embassy in Beijing, a furious round of high-level negotiations finally led to his release and a new life in the United States.  
 
Chen Guangcheng is a unique figure on the world stage, but his story is even more remarkable. The son of a poor farmer in rural 
China, blinded by illness when he was an infant, Chen was fortunate to survive a difficult childhood. But despite his disability, he was 
determined to educate himself and fight for the rights of his country’s poor, especially a legion of women who had endured forced 
sterilizations under the hated “one child” policy. Repeatedly harassed, beaten, and imprisoned by Chinese authorities, Chen was 
ultimately placed under house arrest. After a year of fruitless protest and increasing danger, he evaded his captors and fled to 
freedom.  
 
Both a riveting memoir and a revealing portrait of modern China, this passionate book tells the story of a man who has never 
accepted limits and always believed in the power of the human spirit to overcome any obstacle. 
 
Chen Guangcheng, known to many of his countrymen as “the barefoot lawyer,” was born in the village of Dongshigu in 1972. Blind 
since infancy, illiterate until his late teens, he ultimately taught himself law and became a fiery advocate for thousands of Chinese who 
had no voice. His escape from his jailers in China made international headlines, and he remains uncompromising in his commitment 
to human rights. He now lives with his wife and two young children in New York City.  
 
Rights:  First Serial, Second Serial, Audio, Book Club, Electronic, Reprint, British, Translation 
Agent:  Robert Barnett @ Williams & Connolly LLP (202) 434-5034 
Territory:  World 
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Dave Itzkoff           February 2014 
MAD AS HELL           Movies/Television 
The Making of Network and the Fateful Vision of the Angriest Man in Movies   Editor: Paul Golob 
 
“I’m mad as hell, and I’m not going to take this anymore!”  
 
Those words, spoken by an unhinged anchorman named Howard Beale, “the mad prophet of the airwaves,” took America by storm in 
1976, when Network became a sensation. With a superb cast (including Faye Dunaway, William Holden, Peter Finch, and Robert 
Duvall) directed by Sidney Lumet, the film won four Academy Awards and indelibly shaped how we think about corporate and media 
power. 
 
In MAD AS HELL, Dave Itzkoff of The New York Times recounts the surprising and dramatic story of how Network made it to the 
screen. Such a movie that rarely gets made any more – one man’s vision of the world, independent of studio testing or market 
research. And that man was Paddy Chayefsky, the tough, driven, Oscar-winning screenwriter whose vision – outlandish for its time – 
is all too real today. Itzkoff uses interviews with the cast and crew, as well as Chayefsky’s notes, letters, and drafts to recreate the 
action in front of and behind the camera at a time of swirling cultural turmoil. The result is a riveting account that enriches our 
appreciation of this prophetic and still-startling film. 
 
Itzkoff also speaks with today’s leading broadcasters and filmmakers to assess Network’s lasting impact on television and popular 
culture. They testify to the enduring genius of Paddy Chayefsky, who foresaw the future and whose life offers an unforgettable lesson 
about the true cost of self-expression. 
 
Dave Itzkoff is a culture reporter at The New York Times, where he writes regularly about film, television, theater, and all forms of art 
and popular culture and is a lead contributor to the newspaper’s ArtsBeat blog. He has previously worked at Spin, Maxim, and Details, 
and his work has appeared in GQ, Vanity Fair, Wired, and other publications. He is the author of two previous books, Cocaine’s Son 
and Lads. He lives in New York City. 
 
Rights:  First Serial, Second Serial, Audio, Book Club, Electronic, Reprint, British, Translation 
Agent:  Daniel Greenberg @ Levine Greenberg Literary Agency, 212 337 0934 
Territory:  World 
 
 
 

 


